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ABSTRACT 

The paper reviews present nomenclature of some Indian grasses. Taxonomy of 5 
species is discussed and correct names of about 50 grasses are listed. 


Dr. N. L. Bor’s work on Grasses of Burma, 
Ceylon, India and Pakistan (i960) is the 
Latest consolidated account for the grasses 
of this sub-continent. 

Recent collections in certain unexplored 
or under-explored areas have added to our 
knowledge about distribution of some spe¬ 
cies. Critical revisions of some genera such 
as by Clayton (1965, 1972), Gould (1972), 
Jain (1972), Jain and Pal (1975), Tsvelev 
(1970, 1973) and Veldkamp (1973) have re¬ 
sulted in change in taxonomic concept and 
nomenclature of certain Indian taxa. Some 
of the references where these findings are 
published are not easily available to the 
workers in India. It is, therefore, consider¬ 
ed useful that information on recent import¬ 
ant changes is periodically discussed in some 
Indian journal for easy access to workers in 
India- 

The following account includes some ad¬ 
ditions or modifications to Bor’s above cited 
work, which the authors have come across 
during the work on some grass genera. The 
list certainly is not an exhaustive one. 

Stewart (1972) while treating the family 
Poaceae in his recent Flora of West Pakistan 
commented on the identity, distribution and 
nomenclature of several species common in 
that country and India. He also corrected 
some mis-identifications of the earlier work¬ 
ers. Clayton (1972) has revised the nomen¬ 
clature of some taxa in the genus Andropo- 
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gon Linn, (sensu lato). Veldkamp (1973) has 
published a critical revision of Malesian 
species of the genus Digitaria Haller. The 
following paragraphs summarise the salient 
findings of these authors, as far as they re¬ 
late to the grasses occurring in India. 

Several species (marked with asterisk * in 
the table) mentioned in Bor (i960) have 
become type of new genera ; while a few 
have been transferred from one genus to the 
other. 

In the table, at the end, species are arrang¬ 
ed alphabetically with page number-of Bor 
in bracket. Currently valid names are given 
in the next column with original citation. 
One of the sources from where the name 
changes has been adopted is supplied in the 
next column, and wherever necessary fol¬ 
lowed by some remarks by the authors in 
the last column. 

Andropogon mwuroi C. B, Clarke 

Bor (i960) treated this grass and A. tristis 
Nees ex Hack, as distinct taxa, former oc¬ 
curring in eastern India and the latter m 
central and north-western Himalayas. These 
two taxa are considered by Clayton (1972) 
as synonymous. Cymbopogon tibeticus Bor 
(Kew Bull. 1953: 275, 1953), another grass 
described from Tibet is also now considered 
as the same taxon. The oldest valid name 
for this taxon A. munroi C- B. Cl. is there¬ 
fore to be adopted. 

A. polyptychos Steud. var. deccanensis Bor 

ex W. D- Clayton. 
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Bor (i960) treated this variety under An- 
dropogon as well as Dichanthium■ This 
obviously is an oversight and erroneous. 
Clayton valijdated this taxon under Andro- 
pogon polypiychos- 

Iiemisorghum venustutn (Thw.) W D- Clay¬ 
ton 

This grass has been, at different times, 
allocated to Vetiveria as V. venusta (Thw.) 
Willis, to Bothriochloa as B. venusta (Thw.) 
A. Camus and to Capillipedium as C. ven- 
ustum (Thw.) Bor. 

Clayton (1972) discussed resemblances of 
this grass with Hemisorghum and assigned 
it to this genus. 

Parahyparrhenia beflariensfe (Hack.) W. D. 
Clayton 

This combination is based on Andropo- 


gon bellariensis Hack. The grass has 
been treated as Heteropogon bellariensis 
(Hack.) C.E.C. Fischer in the Flora of Pre¬ 
sidency of Madras (1934) and Bor (i960). 
Clayton has assigned it to Parahyparrhenia. 
This genus was not so far known from India. 

Sporobolus fertilis (Steud.) W. D. Clayton 
Bor (i960) states S. indicus complex as 
one of the puzzling problems in the Indian 
Gramineae. Clayton (1965) working on the 
African species of this genus studied Indian 
specimens of this complex. They fit under 
S. fertilis in his key. On further study of 
this complex authors agree with him in that 
the specimens sS far examined in eastern 
and central India belong to S. fertilis. Bor 
(1972) also observes that the % Indian speci¬ 
mens are assignable to this taxon. 


Name of species & page no. Valid name 

in Bor (I960) 


Reference t Remarks 


Agropyron pamtricum Melderis Agroelymus pamiricus (Melderis) Me- 
(664), Ideris in K. H. Recbinger, FI. Iran. 

Lief. 70 : 225. 1970. 


A. pectinifome Roem. et Schult. Kratzmannia pectinate ( Bieberstein) Jam & Das (1973) 
(664). Jirasck et Skalicky, Preslia 31 :44-49. 

1959. 


Tsvelev (1970) has rena¬ 
med this grass as Agro¬ 
pyron cristatum (L.) P. 
Beauv. Sub-sp. pectinatum 
(Bieberstein) Tsvelev, 


Agrosiis scmiveriicillaia (Forssk.) Polypogon ssmiyeriicillaia (Fcrssk.) Hy= Bor (1968) 
Christ (389). lander, Nomencl. u. Syst. Nord. Gefa- 

sspl. in Upsala Univ. Arsskr. 7 : 74. 

1945. 


A. stewartii Bor (390). P. hissaricus (Roshev^) Bor in H. 

Rechinger, FL Iran., Lief. 70 :307. 

1970. 

Androhogon polyphchus Steud. A. polypiychos Steud. var. decemensis Bor Glayton (1972) 
var. deccanensts'Bor (91) ex'W/D. Clayton in Kcw Bull. 

27 (3) : 448. 1972. 

A. tristis Nees ex Hack. (93) A. munroi C. B. Clarke in J. Linn. Soc. Glayton (1972) 

Bot. 25:87. 1899. 

Arundinella momala Steud. A. hirta (Thunb.) Tanaka in Bull. Sri. Bor (1973) 

(426) Hort. Inst. Kyushu Imp. Univ. 1:196, 

v 208. 1925. 

Bothriochloa intermedia (R. Dichanthium bladhit (Retz.) Clayton 
Br.) A. Camus (108) 

B. intermedia var. punctata D. bladhit var. punctata (Roxb.) 

(Roxb.) Keng (IQS) Clayton 

9 
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Name of species & page no. 
in Bor (1960) 


#Brackiaria deflexa (Schum.) 
U. JS. Hubb. ex Robyns (281) 


Bromus gedrosimus Penzes 
(454) 

B. kermis Leyss. var. ronfinis 
(Nees ex Steud.) Stapf (455) 

B . macros tackys Desf. (456) 


Capilipedium venustum (Thw.) 
Bor (113) 

*Coelachyrum lagopoides (Burm. 
f.) Senaratna (488) 

Cymbopogon schoenanthus (Linn.) 
Spreng. (131) 

C. tibeHcus Bor (132) 


Dantk&nia jacquemonin Bor 

(478) 

Digitaria adscendens (H. B. K.) 
Henr. (298) 


D. adscendens var. criniformis 
Henr. (299) 

D . adscendens subsp. chryso- 
blephara (Fig. et de Not.) 
Henr. (299) 


JJ. biformis Wilid. (299) 

D> cruciata (Nees) A. Camus 
var. esculcnta Bor (300) 

D. granulans Henr. (301) 


D* microbackne (PresI) Henr. 
(302) 

/>. microbackne var. callible- 
pharata Henr. (296) in Key 
only. 

D. pruriens Buese (Bor FI. Ass. 
5 : 205. 1940) 

B. iimorensis (Kunth.) Bal. 
(306) 

Dichanthium polyptychum (St¬ 
eud.) A. Camus var. decca- 
nensis Bor (135) 

Echinochloa crusgatli (Linn.) 
P. Beauv. var. brevisetq 
(Doelt.) Ncilr. (310) 


Valid name 


Reference 


Pseudobrackiaria deflexa (Schum.) Bor (1973) 
Launert in Mitt. Bot. Staatssammi. 

Munchen. 8 : 158. 1970. 

B.japonicusThunb., FI. Jap. 52.1.11. 

1784. 

B . confinis Nees ex Steud. Syn. PI. Gl. 

1 ; 320. 1854 

B. lanceolatus Roth, Gatal. Bot. 1 : 18. Bor (1968) 
1797. 

Hemisorgkum venustum (Thw.) Clayton Clayton (1972) 
in Kew. Bull. 27 : 448. 1972. 

Coelachropsis lagopoides Bor in Ann. Na- Bor (1973) 
tur. Hist. Mus. Wien. 75 ; 25. 1972. 

C. olivieri (Boiss.) Bor in Notes Roy. (Bor; 1973) 

Bot. Card. Edinb. 25 : 62. 1963. 

Andropagon munroi C. B. Cl. in J. Linn. Clayton (1972) 
Soc. Bot. 25 ; 87. 1889. 

D. sckmideri Piiger. Bor (1373) 




l D . ciliaris (Retz.) Koel., Descr. Gram. Veldkamp (1973) 
f 27. 1802. 


| D. bicomis (Lamk.) Roem. et Schult, 
J Syst. Veg. 2 : 470. 1817. 


D. compada (Roth ex Roem. et Schult.) 
Veldk. in Blumea 21 : 71. 1973, 

D . abludens (Roem. et Schult.) Veldk. 
lx. 53. 1973. 

D . setigera Roem. et Schult, Syst. 

Veg. 2 : 474. 1817. 

D. seiigera„v ar. calliblephamta s(Henr.) 
Veldk. l.c. 40. 1973. 


D. ..setigera Roem. et Schult. 


D. radkosa (Fresl) Miq. Ft Ind. Bot. , 5 . 

3 : 437. 1857. 

Andropogon polyptychos var. deccanensis Clayton (1972) 
Bor ex W. D. Clayton in Kew Bull. 

27 (3) : 448. 1972. 

E. crusgatli var. submuHca N e U r M FI* Bor (1968) 
Nied, Qst 3M859, 


Remarks 


This species is type of a 
new genus Pseudobrackiaria 

Former Species is merged 
in B. japonicus as a 
synonym. 


This species is now a 
type of a new genus 
Cbelackyropm Bor 






SHUKtA AND JAIN: dtf THE NOMENCLATURE OP SOME INDIAN GRASSES 


67 


1976 ] 

Contd. 


Name of species & page no. 

Valid name 

Reference 

Remarks 

in Bor (1960) 





Enneapogon brackystachvus 
(Jaub. et Spach.) Stapf (608) 

E. elegans (Nees ex Steud.) 
Stapf (610) 

Emgtdsiis poaeoides F. Beauv. 
(512) 

E. diplachnoides Steud* (508) 


Festuca ovina Linn, subsp. 
remote Hack, ex Boiss. (540) 

Heieropogon bellariensis (Hack.) 
C. E. G. Fischer (163) 

Ischaemum goebelii Hack. (179) 

Kotliria cristate (Linn.) Pers. 
(444) 

Nardurus orientalis Boiss. 
(547) 


E. dcsvamii P. Beauv., Ess. Agrost. 82. Clayton (1970) 
1.16/11.1812. 

E. sckimperanus (Hochst. ex A. Rich.) >Renvoize (1968) 
Renvoize in Kew Bull. 22 :400.1968. 


Clayton (1974) 


E. namaqucnsis Schrad. var. diphchno - Clayton (1971) 
ides (Steud.) W. D. Clayton in Kew 

Bull. 25(2) : 251. 1971. 

F. afghanica Bor in K. H. Rechincer. 

FI. Iran. Lief. 70 : 76. 1970. 

Parahyparrkmia bellmensis (Hack.) W. Clayton (1972L 
D. Clayton in Kew Bull. 27 (3) : 448. 

1972. 

L barbatum Retz., Obs. Bot. 6 : 35. Bor (1961) 

1791 var. barbatum 

K. gracilis Pers., Syn. PI. 1 : 97. 1805. 


N. subulatus (Banks et Soland.) Bor in Bor & Melderis 
Danske Vid. Selsk. Biol. Skrift. 14, no. (1965) 

4. (symb. Afghan. 6) : 67. 1965. 


*Qrj>za coarctata Roxb. (604) Porteresia coarctete (Roxb). Tateoka Tateoka (1965) 

Bull. nat. Sci. Mus. 405. 1965. 


Panicum austroasiaticum Ohwi P. walense Mez. in Engl. Bot. Jahrb. Bor (1968) 

(324) 34 :146. 1904. 

1 

Paspalum cartilagineum J. S. 

Presl ex C. B. Presl (336)1 P. scrobiculatum Linn. Mant. PI. 1 r 29. Clavton (1975) 

f 1767. ' ' * 

P. commersonii Lamk. (335) 

P. compactum Roth (336) P. canarae (Steud.) Veldk. in Blumea Veldkamp (1978) 

21 : 72. 1973. 

P. compaction var. ftmbriatum P. canarae var. fimbriatum (Bor) Veldk. 9 % 

Bor (336) l.c. 

P. distichum Linn. (338) P.paspaloides (Michx.) Scribn. in Mem. Bor (1973) 

Torr. Bot. Cl. 5 : 29. 1894. 


This species is type of the 
new genus Porteresia Tate¬ 
oka. 


P. orbiculare Forst. (340) P. scrobiculatum Linn. Clayton (1975) Clayton (1975) has 

merged P. orbiculare, P. 
cartilagineum, and P. comme¬ 
rsonii under P. scrobculatum 
as nervation and itexture 
of lower lemna is not a 
reliable character so is 
the annual and perennial 

Paspalum vaginatum Sw. (341) P* Syst. Nat. ed. 10, Bor (1973) 

2 ; 855. 1759. 

Phalaris arundinacsa Linn* Phalaroides arundinacea (Linn.) Tsvelev (1973) 

(615) Rauschert in Fedde. Repert. 79 : 

409. 1969. 

P. aruniinacea var. picta L. P. arundinacea vnx,Jncta (Linn.) Tsve- u 

(616) lev in Novosti »iat. Vyssh. Rast 

10 : 80 . 1973 * 
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Canid. 


Name of species & page no. 
in Bor (1960) 


Valid name 


Reference 


P. tuberosa Linn. (616) 


P. aquatica Linn., Amoen. Acad* Clayton (1970) 
4 : 264. 1755. 


Schima nervosum (Rottl.) Stapf 
(218) 

Setaria tomeniosa ('Roxb.'l 
Kunth (365) 


Ischaemum laxum R, Br. Prod* 205* 
1810. 

S . intermedia Roem. et Schult.. Syst. 
Veg. 2 : 489. 1817. 


Bor (1973) 


Sporobolus indicus auct. non S. fertilis (Steud.) W. D. Clayton (1965) 

(L.) R. Br. (630) Clayton in Kew Bull. 19 : 291. 1965. 


Siipa szowiiisiana Trin. (647) 5. barbaia Besf., FI. Atlant. 1 : 97t. Bor (1968) 

27. 1798. 


Tragus biflorus Schult. 


T. roxburghii Panigr. in Kew Bull. Panigrahi (1974) 
29 : 495. 1974. 


Remarks 
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